THE THREATENED HERITAGE
Schickele (1883-1940), for instance, who is delicate
and expert in craftsmanship and at the same time
rooted in his love of the Alemannic land, reaches plead-
ingly across the unhappy line which divides the cul-
tures of the Rhine. Yet, Schickele is never narrowly
patriotic, nor does he lose, even in his cosmopolitan
essays (Die Genfer Reise, 1919, and Lie be und Ar-
gernis des D. H. Lawrence, 1934), the profound at-
tachment to his native scene which is the subject of
all his later work, especially of the drama, Hans im
Schnakenloch (1915), the narrative trilogy, Das Erbe
am Rhein (1925-1927), and Himmlische Landschaft
(1932).

Rudolf Binding's (1867-1938) stories (Legenden
der Zeit, 1909, Die Geige, 1911, Unsterblichkeit,
1922, and Erlebtes Leben, 1928) and the auto-
biographical tales of Hans Carossa point in another
direction: together with the remarkable prose of
Ernst Jiinger and certain elements in Thomas Mann's
work, from Der Zauberberg to his pointillist por-
trait of Goethe (Lotte in Weimar,, 1939) and the
most recent Joseph volumes (1933-1944), they are
documents of a specifically humanistic concern for
the moral and spiritual heritage. Binding's talent is,
perhaps, essentially one of manner; his well-bred ele-
gance and his verve find their expression in a lit-
erary style which is sure, firm, and, in spite of its
deliberateness, never pretentious. His prose is chiseled
but not cold; his language moves in a lucid, limpid